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About Me: Timing is everything.

Ryan Feit

CEO & CO-FOUNDER

www.seedinvest.com 
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About SeedInvest: From Jim Cramer.
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The problem we are all solving.

“ I  c a l l  m y  i n v e n t i o n  t h e  W h e e l ,  b u t  s o  f a r  I ’ v e  

b e e n  u n a b l e  t o  a t t r a c t  a n y  v e n t u r e  c a p i t a l . ”

Source: Forbes Magazine, November 1, 2004.
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Offline Fundraising Only

Unable to leverage the Internet to 

streamline the process

Can’t Advertise

You could only legally call people you 

know to ask for investments

Accredited Investors Only

$1mm of net worth or $200k of annual 

income (~2% of Americans)

Fundraising hadn’t changed in 80 years.
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Entrepreneur 

Access to Capital 

Act 

(HR 2930)

President Obama 

signs the JOBS 

Act into law

Works with SEC, 

FINRA White 

House & Treasury 

Dep’t

First to open to all 

investors via Title 

IV of JOBS Act

Online fundraising   

legalized

Advertising 

fundraises legalized

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Investing opened-to 

non-accredited

So, we changed the rules.
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Highly vetted: have launched just 1% of 

applicants which have applied historically.

Perform independent due diligence on 

companies before presenting on platform.

Operate a wholly-owned broker-dealer, SI 

Securities, to facilitate offerings.

Our technology streamlines the process, 

making investing in startups as easy as 

buying stock.

150,000
TOTAL

INVESTORS

115
STARTUPS

FUNDED

~1,000
INVESTMENTS

PER MONTH

9,500
COMPANY

APPLICATIONS

We moved startup fundraising online.
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Equity crowdfunding makes fundraising more efficient.
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Regulation CF 
Consumer facing and easy to 

understand; looking to build 

awareness about product or service.

RAISING  < $1 MILLION

Regulation A+ 
Consumer facing with a sizeable, 

engaged customer base and a 

strong social media presence.

RAISING  > $3 MILLION

Regulation D 
506(b) vs. 506(c): Accredited 

customers? Deep domain expertise 

required to evaluate?

RAISING  $1 - $3 MILLION

Entrepreneurs have more options now.
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Title II enabled startups to raise publicly.

Title II enabled startups to generally solicit 

investments for the very first time.

Invite (accredited) customers to invest, 

discuss your raise in the press, at 

conferences and on social media.

We’ve helped over 70 companies utilize 

506(c) to raise capital publicly.

SeedInvest actually raised our own Series A 

through general solicitation, on our own 

platform.
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Private companies can now raise capital 

from everyone, not just accredited 

investors.

Can raise up to $50 million per year through 

a Regulation A+ Mini-IPO.

Reg A+ has been powerful for consumer-

facing companies to turn their customers 

into investors.

We have seen a healthy blend of activity 

from both accredited and non-accredited 

investors.

Reg A+ opened things up to everyone.

Now Anyone Can Own a Piece

of This Virtual Reality Company
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Reg CF legalized “equity crowdfunding”.

Title III allows early-stage startups to raise up to 

$1 million via small amounts from lots of people.

Non-accredited, equity crowdfunding has been 

legal in the UK for 5 years now and is now the 

preeminent way to raise seed capital.

Recently launched first “side-by-side round” 

(can raise $1 million from non-accredited 

investors and a few million from accredited 

investors).

We are now seeing significant growth in Reg CF 

for companies seeking to raise seed rounds.



17

Top 3 Challenges: Cross-border investment rules.

Can Canadian investors invest on US-based 

platforms? Accredited vs. non-accredited?

Does a platform or US broker-dealer need to be 

registered as a Canadian broker-dealer? Should 

we be partnering with others?

Why can’t Canadian companies raise through 

Reg CF? Should we amend in the US?

What’s the easiest way to process Canadian 

investments? Bank transfers? Wires? Debit 

cards? Bitcoin? Others?
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Top 3 Challenges: Investor education.

1. You can’t simply sell your 

shares the next day.

2. Don’t just invest in one or 

two startups.

3. Don’t allocate too much 

of your overall portfolio.
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Top 3 Challenges: Non-vetted platforms.

Due Diligence

Prospects

Launch

“Investing in start-ups is really 

risky, and it’s very different than 

buying a used couch. We 

definitely do not think you should 

treat it like Craigslist.”

- SeedInvest 
(New York Times, January 24, 2017)



The Future

Section IV
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2017: Small businesses funded by customers.



22Note: Logos on this page are for illustrative purposes only.

2017: Massive crowd rounds.
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2017: Selling groups of the future.

Note: Logos on this page are for illustrative purposes only.



24

2017: Syndicates for all.
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2018: Angel groups of the future.

Note: Logos on this page are for illustrative purposes only.
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“In the long run, the very best way for founders…is to IPO…many founders have been erroneously advised that 

IPOs are bad things and that the way to success is to stay private longer.”

- Bill Gurley, 2016

2018: Crowdfunded exits.
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2019: Early-stage secondary market. 
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2020: Crowdfunding truly goes global. 
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2021: Startups in every portfolio.



30Source: Goldman Sachs Investment Research.

$1.2 Trillion 

$400 Billion 

$258 Billion 
$211 Billion $186 Billion 

$30 Billion 

CrowdfundingWealth ManagementPersonal LendingStudent LoansSmall Business LoansPayments

The long-term potential is massive.

Immediately Addressable FinTech Market Opportunity
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Let’s work together to change fundraising.

“I think this is the kind of 

thing that could be the future 

of how startups get funded.”

- Jim Cramer, Mad Money



Ryan Feit

CEO & CO-FOUNDER

ryan@seedinvest.com  | www.seedinvest.com


